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CERTESR R

[Eeproduced by permission of the Rockefeller Foundation Archives]

March 4, 1947

Dear Hoerbert:

I was terribly sorry, when in Cambridge recently, that I got un-
avoidably held up by several unexpected jobs, and did not get a chance to
see you.

One thing I wanted to ask you about is this. & most serious
problem, for UNESCO and for the constructive and peaceful future of the
planet, is the problem of translation, as it unaveidably affects the
communication betwsen peoples. Huxley has recently told me that they are
appalled by the magnitude and the importance of the translation jeb.

| wondered if it were unthinkable to design a
computer which would translate

Alsa knowing nothing offieial absut, but having guessed and
inferred considerable about, powerful new mechanized metheds in cryptography =
methads which I beliswve succesd even when one does not know what language
has been coded = ane naturally wonders if the problem of translatisn could
conceivably be treated as a probles in cryptegraphy. When I leok at an
article in Bussian, I say "This is really written in English, but it has
been coded in some strange sysmbols. I will now proceed to decode."

Have you ever thought about this? As p. linguist and expert on
computers, do you think it is worth thinking about?

Cordially,
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